Familial transmission of a (21q22q) translocation.
A large family is described in which a (21q22q) Robertsonian translocation is segregating through three generations. The assessment of the risk of a translocation carrier producing an offspring with Down's syndrome is calculated from the data in this family and eight others reported in the literature. The risk when the translocation carrier is a female is approximately 6 in 100, or 0.06. For the male translocation carrier the risk can only be guessed, since the patients with Down's syndrome born to these parents were probands. The risk for Down's syndrome from the combined data of male and female translocation carriers in 3 is 100, or 0.03.